
St. Patrick’s Primary School, 
Annaghmore

Specialist Provision in 
Mainstream



Specialist Provision in 
Mainstream

 Teachers
Daffodili Room- Miss Maria Hughes
Snowdrop Room- Ms Eithne McGilly

 Number of Children
Snowdrop Room - 6
Daffodil Room - 6



Aims of St. Patrick’s

To promote high achievement and learning for life by 
working with children to:

 practice the Catholic faith;
 have high self-esteem – respecting themselves, others 

and the environment;
 acquire knowledge and skills to be their individual 

best;
 become highly motivated life-long learners;
 be able to work independently and collaboratively;
 gain technological skills to equip them for the 21st 

century.



Aims of this presentation

•To provide you with a meaningful insight into your child’s 
daily experiences and the key areas of learning we will explore 
throughout this academic year. 
•To give an overview of the curriculum followed in our classes, 
highlighting how it supports holistic development. 
•To introduce CCEA’s Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities 
(Q-Skills), and explain how they are embedded in our teaching 
through: 
•My Communication 
•Using Mathematics 
•Using ICT



School Day
 Gates open: 8.40am  (Staff will greet children from their 

car/taxi each morning)

 Class begins: 8.45am (Children should be in school for 

8.45) 

 Snack time: 9.45am

 Lunch time: 12.15pm

 End of school day: 12:45pm



Saint Patrick’s P.S. Policies

See our School website:-



School Attendance

 100% Attendance   0 Days Missed

 95% Attendance   9 Days Missed

           1wk & 4 days

 90% Attendance      19 Days Missed

           3wks & 4 Days

 85% Attendance      28 Days Missed

              5wks & 3 Days

Attendance is crucial to your child’s development and school must 
be notified of any absences. 
If your child’s attendance drops to 90% and no explanation is 
given, a letter will be sent from school. 
If the figure drops below 85% a referral will be made to 
Educational Welfare.





Four Areas of Development

Our aim is to meet the learning needs of 

each child in four main areas:

1. My Communication

2. My Thinking

3. My Well-being

4. My Body



My Communication

This area of development involves finding and using the right 
combination of communication methods for each individual pupil, 
enabling them to form connections, ensure successful interactions 
and develop functional communication.

We strive to support and develop communication, language and 
literacy of all pupils using creative and multi-sensory approach.

Communication is the ‘golden thread’ that runs throughout our 
entire curriculum. We value each pupil's method of communication 
and ensure this communication system is integrated and modelled 
by all communication partners throughout the school day.



My Thinking

“ We develop most of our thinking informally as we engage in both every day and 
school activities. Developing thinking skills means designing learning so that learners 
will think more skilfully than they would otherwise do.” (CCEA)

The vision for our pupils is that they can make sense of the 
world around them through developing their ability to 
calculate, reason and solve problems. 

It enables pupils to understand relationships and patterns in 
both number and space in their everyday lives for activities 
like cookery, following instructions and even playing sports.



My Body

Our vision for My Body is to ensure that all pupils are given 
opportunities throughout their school day to use and improve 
their movement skills, promote independence, and develop 
their self-help skills through a range of indoor and outdoor 
activities, such as Sensory Circuit, Daily Mile and use of visuals 
and daily schedules.

We promote independence throughout the school day, 
teaching essential skills such as fine motor skills help develop 
dressing skills, self-feeding and self-care.

We work closely with our Allied-Health Professionals (Speech 
and Language, Occupational Therapist and Physiotherapist).



My Well-Being

At the heart of My Well-Being is our commitment to creating an 
environment where every pupil feels safe, valued, and respected. 
We aim to ensure that all children are actively and meaningfully 
engaged in both academic and social experiences, while also being 
involved in the life of the whole school community, to the best of 
their abilities.
All behaviour is communication and the challenge for staff is 
interpreting the message behind the behaviour. Pupils who are 
unhappy, anxious and dysregulated often communicate this 
through their behaviour. Teaching about emotions and 
implementing positive behaviour support plans is an important 
part of our daily schedule.



Assessing Development in SPiM
In the Daffodil and Snowdrop rooms, we take a holistic approach to assessing pupil 
development across the curriculum. This includes:

•Individual Education Plan (IEP) targets, tailored to each child’s needs.

•Ongoing observations and the use of personalised strategies to support progress.

•A blend of whole-class activities, independent workstation tasks, and a daily scheduled 

teacher table session focused on individual learning goals.

To guide and monitor learning, we also incorporate CCEA’s Thinking Skills and Personal 

Capabilities (Q-Skills). These are embedded through:

•My Communication – supporting language development and expressive skills.

•Using Mathematics – encouraging problem-solving and numeracy in meaningful contexts.

•Using ICT – developing digital skills and confidence through interactive learning.

This integrated approach ensures that each child’s academic, social, and personal 
development is nurtured in a supportive and structured environment.



Q-Skills- An Overview
 The skills described in the resource build towards Level 1 in the Cross-

Curricular Skills of Communication, Using Mathematics and Using ICT. 
The Q Skills provide a broad and inclusive framework for assessing 
learners, taking into account age, cognitive ability, learning difficulties 
and other significant complex needs.

 The requirements outlined in the Q Skills for Communication, Using 
Mathematics and Using ICT align with the mainstream Levels of 
Progression and are broken down into five skill areas. These range from 
Experience (Q1) to Consolidate (Q5). Within each of the skill areas, 
learners' progress can be demonstrated by moving through the Q Skills 
as well as decreasing levels of supports from adults within a skill.

 Click on each box to take you to each areas overview
Using Mathematics

Using 

Mathematics

Communication

Communication

Using ICT

Using ICT

https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/ccea-asset/Resource/Prerequisite%20Skills%20%28Q%20Skills%29%20in%20Using%20Mathematics%20across%20the%20Curriculum%20-%20Framework.pdf
https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/ccea-asset/Resource/Prerequisite%20Skills%20%28Q%20Skills%29%20in%20Communication%20across%20the%20Curriculum%20-%20Framework.pdf
https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/ccea-asset/Resource/Prerequisite%20Skills%20%28Q%20Skills%29%20in%20Using%20ICT%20across%20the%20Curriculum%20-%20Framework.pdf


Annual Overview- 2025/2026



Curriculum Information (term 1)– Initiatives, targets and 
objectives have been laid out for the year.

Parent Teacher Meetings (term 2) – This will take place again in 
October and will discuss IEP targets and strategies.

IEP Review Meetings – will take place at the end of each IEP 
phase:
IEP Phase 1- October- December
IEP Phase 2 – January – March
IE[ Phase 3- April – June

Keeping You Informed on 
Progress

If you have any concerns regarding your child’s progress (or any other 
matter) contact your child’s class teacher to arrange a meeting throughout 

the school year.



School is so much more…

 Friendships

Relationships

Curricular & Extra Curricular Activities 

Reward Systems – Class & whole School

Responsibility 

Preparation for Life – Adulthood.



Updates and Information

 All news and information is regularly posted on our 
school website. All letters issued from school are 
posted in the parent section of our school website: 
www.stpatricksannaghmore.com

 Facebook page - Please like and share
        @ Saint Patrick’s Primary School, Annaghmore

 School App – Available via our school website
         Schools NI

 Seesaw- 

http://www.stpatricksannaghmore.com/


Questions

If you have any questions in relation 
to your child’s development or seek 
clarification on the information 
provided, please contact your child’s 
class teacher by contacting the school 
secretary who can pass your details 
on in order to discuss.

Call: 028 877 40 661



Thank You
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